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Marshfields School offers provision for students with 
Moderate Learning Differences who are not able to access 
mainstream education. Students come from all over 
Peterborough, Cambridgeshire and Lincolnshire to access 
our inclusive and high-quality educational provision.

Marshfields School meets the complex needs of students 
on roll on an individual basis. We offer a curriculum which 
develops students and prepares them for the world of work, 
balanced against a wide range of extra-curricular trips, 
visits and opportunities to encourage a love of learning. 
Marshfields School students have excellent attendance,  
high standards of uniform and enjoy coming to school.

Headteacher’s 
introduction
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We focus our provision on ensuring a broad curriculum with 
extensive support to ensure that students meet the individual 
targets as recorded on the Education Healthcare Plans (EHCPs).

All students are part of our house system embodies our 
commitment to offering more than just the curriculum. 
Through this house system, students and staff work 
together in a spirit of friendly competition to celebrate 
success in all areas of school life.

As a small school we get to know every one of our 
students individually. This allows staff to develop and 
support students throughout the school career because we 
never rest on our laurels, instead adapting the curriculum, 
resources and opportunities as the need arises.

Marshfields Hub is an important part of our provision. 
We offer short-term places to primary-aged students 
and outreach to local schools to develop their strategies 
for meeting the needs of MLD students in their care. 
Students in the Hub are part of our wider school provision, 
accessing strategies, practical curriculum subjects and 
specialist teachers and support staff. 

We warmly welcome visits to Marshfields School to show 
you our ethos in action.

Mrs Macdonald – Headteacher

Jude Macdonald
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Marshfields School exists to ensure that SEND students in the City of Peterborough 
have their needs met and are successful members of society when they leave 
us. Where students are able to remain or return to mainstream we facilitate this 
transition through the Hub. We ensure that students become independent and 
resilient, and able to speak for themselves when they require support to live. 

We do this by:

• Encouraging respect and tolerance for all members of the school community, 
with staff leading by example.

• Setting high expectations for student outcomes and preparing for adulthood.

• Ensuring students have access to a wide range of activities that address their 
additional needs and give them to opportunity to be independent despite them.

Ethos
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Curriculum
The Marshfields Primary Hub intention is to provide a unique ‘support program’.

We do this through:

• Being involved in meetings with staff and pupil at their current school.

• Identifying learning barriers and plan, do, review to overcome these. 

• Involving parents and carers.

• Striving towards a holistic approach.

• Training for staff who work directly with the pupil (formal support). 

• Drop-in sessions to focus ‘ways forward’ (informal support).
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• Phonics awareness

• Reading support

• Writing / recording support

• Number recognition/understanding 
of barriers to number work

• Dyslexia understanding

• Dyscalculia awareness

What helps our Hub students 
make progress? 

• A safe, secure learning environment

• Regular communication

• High expectations

• Gaining pupils attention

• Listening to the pupil

• Being positive, building self-esteem

• Pupils having responsibility

• Flexibility

Strategies & therapeutic behaviour

• EHCP alterations

• Action v Consequence strategies

• Timetable adaptations/ changes

• Use of social stories

• Bespoke programs considered

• Therapeutic behaviour approaches

The Hub is managed on a day to day basis by the Hub lead. Marshfields is fortunate 
to have a dedicated teaching team. There is a balance of primary, secondary and 
special-needs teachers and support staff who work effectively together. Some of the 
expertise that identified pupil’s through the Hub may benefit from:
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We also promote the use of a practical based curriculum 
supported by multi-sensory teaching and learning which 
addresses all types of learners. The overarching aim of the 
Hub is to ensure inclusive teaching, inclusion, reducing 
stereotype threat and promoting growth mindset.

We also look to empower the staff working in Primary 
schools in Peterborough to meet the needs of MLD 
students in the mainstream environment. 
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Employment – ensuring Marshfields students are 
ready and able to access the world of work. 

Independent Living – ensuring all Marshfields 
students begin to understand the skills they will need 
to live on their own. This includes managing money 
and keeping themselves safe and clean.

Preparing for adulthood 
throughout the curriculum
Our varied curriculum in gives room to learn, develop and practice vital skills needed for students to prepare best for a 
productive adult life. We look to help improve their life outcomes by giving them as many experiences possible in their time 
with us. The four areas of Preparing for Adulthood are: 

These four areas form the intention of whole school curriculum: to ensure our students are employable, healthy, independent 
members of their communities. This intention extends to those working within Marshfields Primary Hub. 

Friends, relationships and community – Marshfields 
students will form positive relationships during their Primary 
Hub experience.

Good health – learning about caring for themselves 
independently, knowing when to seek help from safe adults.
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• Teachers and teaching assistants in lessons.

• Accessing the bungalow for life skills learning.

• Access to a sensory room for students with sensory processing needs.

• The Student Services term – medical, sensory, social, emotional, 
mental health, HI and VI.

• A form tutor supported by a teaching assistant.

• Extra-curricular sessions which either develop students’ experiences  
or allow time to catch up on work.

Support
Students have the greatest chance of success when their learning and 
experiences are supported by their parents, carers and families. In addition, 
students at Marshfields Primary Hub have support from:
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01733 568058
Eastern Close, Dogsthorpe, Peterborough, PE1 4PP

marshfields.co.uk


